
LWVMPLS SUPPORTS NOVEMBER BALLOT CHARTER REVISIONS

Minneapolis voters are being urged to approve two city charter 
amendments in November’s municipal elections. The League of Women 
Voters of Minneapolis has joined the growing chorus of civic groups that
urge voters to vote yes for the changes.

Voters will vote on two items at the “bottom of the ballot,” which streamline 
the current charter language. The so-called Plain Language Charter puts 
the 150-year-old city charter into modern language, eliminates arcane 
language and outdated regulations and makes the entire document more 
accessible and readable by organizing it by topic. (Two amendments are 
necessary because state law requires that liquor provisions be addressed 
separately.) 

LWVMpls is a non-partisan organization that encourages informed and 
active participation in all levels of government, especially at the local 
Minneapolis level. LWVMpls members studied the proposed Plain 
Language Charter this fall and voted overwhelmingly to support it and urge 
voters to approve it.

“The proposed charter language provides transparency, sustainability and 
flexibility, ” said Joan Niemiec former City Council member and committee 
chair of a major LWVMpls study of Minneapolis city government structure 
in 2005.

What’s being changed? You might ask. Well, it will no longer restrict 
bakeries within the city to making loaves of bread of no more or less than 
one pound. It won’t deny someone the right to swim across any of the city 
lakes. It also makes it easier for readers to find relevant sections and know 
exactly what the law says.

“Voters need to know that the League has studied city government for 
decades and continues to urge openness, accountability and accessibility,” 
said Pat Kovel-Jarboe, one of the writers of the 2005 study. “After careful 
study we have concluded that the Plain Language Charter improves 
communication between city government and citizens.”

The Minneapolis Charter Commission spent 11 years revising the charter, 
paring its language from 75,000 words to about 14,000 words. Gone are 
the often-confusing phrases, redundant provisions and language that is 



often more than a century out of date.

For more information or comments contact LWVMpls office at 
voter@lwvmpls.org, or 612-333-6319. Joan Niemiec can be reached at 
joan.niemiec@gmail.com
Pat Kovel-Jarboe can be reached at patkj@earthlink.net.


