
 

TWIN CITIES DAILY PLANET | POLITICAL RESEARCH ANALYST (CONTRACT) 
DEADLINE TO APPLY: 11:59 p.m. (CST), July 31, 2018 
 
 
Interested in bringing an equity and justice lens to local electoral politics, and digging into the data 
and information to help people make informed decisions about government roles? Be an essential 
part of the Daily Planet team working hard to cover local politics for 2018 elections as a political 
research analyst (contract, temp). As the political research analyst, you will work closely with the 
Editor to research, analyze and identify content to include in the Daily Planet’s 2018 Voters Guide.  
 
The Twin Cities Daily Planet is an award-winning online publication, powered by Twin Cities Media 
Alliance, dedicated to amplifying and connecting marginalized voices.  
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

● Acquire an in-depth knowledge of the local political processes and the workings of, and roles 
within, local government – particularly around county elections – to develop the Daily Planet 
Voters Guide. 

● Research candidates’ positions, follow political news and events through print and broadcast 
media and analyze qualitative and quantitative information – all as it pertains to the issues 
and candidates being covered in the voters guide.  

● Use strong written and verbal communication abilities to convey complex research and 
analysis in a clear, understandable manner. 

 
The political research analyst will report to the Daily Planet editor. 
 
ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS 

● Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent experience) in communications, journalism, political science, 
sociology or related field. 

● Strong research capabilities and sense to maintain high journalistic standards and integrity. 
● Able to absorb, interpret and synthesize previous research. 
● Familiarity with finding, accessing and reviewing public meeting minutes or recordings of 

public hearings. 
● Interest in filing public records requests and maintaining contact with records officials to 

obtain data. 
● Ability to find, communicate with, and develop journalistic relationships with community 

members and elected officials and their staff about issues of public policy. 
● Comfort with challenging official narratives and questioning unsupported facts. 
● Ability to think critically and intersectionally, synthesize informed arguments around social 

issues, politics and policy affecting marginalized communities via an equity and justice lens. 
● Flexible self-starter, able to work alone on a project, as well as function as part of a research 

team. 
● Excellent interpersonal communication and relationship-building skills. 
● High aptitude for learning and is receptive to ongoing constructive feedback. 

 
This is a part-time contract position averaging 5-10 hours per week through the end of September 
2018 with potential for a permanent position. Compensation is $25-35/hour depending on 
experience. Opportunity for growth within the position. Deadline to apply is 11:59 p.m. (CST), July 31, 
2018. Interested applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to editor@tcdailyplanet.net.   
 
Twin Cities Media Alliance is an equal opportunity employer committed to building a team that 
reflects our mission. We encourage applications from candidates who identify as people of color, 
Indigenous/Native American, LGBTQIA or are from other historically marginalized communities. 


